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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 11 and amend claims 1-10, 12- 
17, 19-23, 25 and 26 as follows. 




1. (Currently Amended) A contracting method for/making 
an electronic contract for provision of a commodity or 
service, comprising the steps of 

obtaining storing, in at least one systenr/of one concerned 
party on said contract, other concerned pay€y on said contract 
and a third party, description data containing in which a 
description content presented ^ f rom ^id one concerned party 
is built or dcocription opccifying ydata for opccifying said 
dcacription content from the oth^ Gonccrncd party of aaid 
contract before making oaid /ccMtrQ^t to said other concerned 
party and electronic signaty^e pn said description content of 
both or either of said cojfeerned parties before making said 
contract ; 

if said contract/ is made, generating , in both or either 
system of said coiy^erned parties, contract data containing 
said descriptior/ data stored in at least one system of said 
concerned parties and said third party or paid description 
specifying ydata for specifying said description content and a 
contract /content ; and 
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executing, in the fespective syste ms of the conc^ned 
arties, respective eleptronic signatures on said c^fatract 
d ata of said concerned /parties ; and 

storing, .in at/leAstjone system of said cpficerned parties 
and said third partj^/ fsa/d contract data con/aining the 
electronic signatures jfof said concerned pa/ties. 

prompting both otc cither of aaid cohGcrncd partico to 
write an electronic dignaturc on oaidy^ontract data. 




^\y/2. (Currently Amended) A contracting method to be used by 
a covenanter for making a contract for provision of a 
commodity or service, compris/ng the steps of: 

receiving a question or a request for said commodity or 
service from a system of /a covenantee who intends to conclude 
said contract through a^ network; 

adding to a respionse to said question or request , in a 
system of said cov^a nter, a covenanter's proof that said 
covenanter creat(/d said response; 

sending sd±d response with containing said covenanter's 
proof added /hcrcto f rom the system of said covenanter to said 
covenant ee/through the network; 
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storing said response wjr ^containing said covenanter's 
proof added thereto in at least one system of ot/oragc unit a of 
said covenanter, said covenantee, and a thirdVparty; and 
if said contract is concluded between said (covenanter and said 
covenantee , creat ing , in at least one sySyCem of said 
covenanter, said covenantee and said ttyird party, an 
electronic contract with which bound /to said response 
with containing said covenanter's picpof added thereto io made 
to corrcopond. ; and 

storing, in at least one ST^stem of said covenanter, said 
covenantee and said third par /y, said electronic contract 
bound to said response containing said covenanter's proof. 

3. (Currently Amended) A contracting method as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein said response with containing said 
covenanter's proof adfciGd thereto includes a covenantee's proof 
that said covenanted agrceo has agreed with said response. 



4. (Current/Ly Amended) A contracting method to be used by 
a covenanter for making a contract for provision of a 
commodity or /service, comprising the steps of: 

af tcr i/ a question or request for said commodity or 
searvice is/ received from a covenantee who intends to conclude 
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said contract, outputting a response to said ques/ion or 
request to .-in output unit a system of said cove^ykntee from a 
system of said covenanter ; 

..fhrv obtaininn if the system of said /fcovenant er obtains 
the response with an electronic signatu?4 of said covenantee 
added thereto from the system of saicy covenanter, concluding_j_ 
in the system of said covenanter, Ar\ electronic contract 
between said covenanter and saic^ covenantee about said 
contract ; 

making , in the system g>£ said covenanter, said electronic 
contract document have co/respondence relationsh ips to the 
response corrcapond with said covenantee's electronic 
signature added there/o with the clcotronic contract document 
on paid contract b\/ using the inherent data in a data string 
determined with yfegard to said response with said covenantee's 
electronic signature added thereto; and 

atorinq sendin;^ said electronic contract document in at Icaat 
one of Jtorc/gc unil-^ ^-^-^^ nnT„rnnnnhm-- and aaid covenantee or 
providing Aaid covenantee with paid electronic Gontract 
^^^,,n,r. ^ «- /.rnnn-r-r^nH nn n rcGordinq mediu m from the system of said 
covenanter to the system of said covenantee. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A contracting method a/ claimed in 
claim 4, further comprising the step of: 

adding , in the system of said covenanter, an electronic 
signature of said covenanter to the respons^ to be outputted 
to the output unit system of said covenantee. 



6. (Currently Amended) A method/for providing a person 
who accepts a commodity or service/ with the commodity or 
service, comprising the steps oj\ 

sending a question or request for provision of said 
commodity or service to a n-tovider for said commodity or 
service through a network; 

receiving a response to said question or request from 
said provider througja the network; 

adding an ele/tronic signature of said person who accepts 
said commodity o/ service to said response and then sending 
said response tfo said provider through the network; 

storing /Said response with the electronic signature of 
said person/who accepts said commodity or service added 
thereto ii/ at least one of storage units of said provider, 
said person who accepts said commodity or service and a third 
party; /and 
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if a contract for provision of said commodity or ser?0^ice is 
concluded between said provider and said person wh(z5 accepts 
said commodity or service, making an electronic c/ontract 
document on said contract have correspondence r^^l ationships to 
said response with an electronic signature of /said person 
added thereto by using a data s t ring determj^ed w ith regard to 
said response with said person* s electron^ signature added 
thereto, and storing ^said electronic o6ntract document efi 
paid contract and said response with t/he electronic signature 
of said acGcptcr person added thereto^ aa malcing oaid electronic 
con trr i ' ^^ HonnTnnni- noT-rnnpond vjith ;OQid rcoponoG thus having 
correspondence relationships in y4t least one system of said 
provider, said person and saic/third party . 



7. (Currently Amended/ A method for processing a contract 
to be used by at least otIb of concerned parties who make a 
contract for provision pt a commodity or service and a third 
party, comprising the/steps of: 

creating a hasM value of description data i^t 
wfejre^ containing a ydescription content about said commodity or 
service having b;£en transferred between the concerned parties 
before concludi/ng said contract-^ and data proving that both 
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or either of the concerned parties has created or acjsepted 
said description content; / 

building inserting said hash value in contract data 
having containing said contract content built tmerein ; and 

storing said contract data containing ^aid description 
content and said hash value in at least oqfe system of the 
concerned parties and said third party . / 

8. (Currently Amended) A system/for processing a contract 
to be used at least one of concerneKi parties who make a 
contract for provision of a commcraity or service and a third 
party, comprising: / 

a processing unit for ci^ating inherent data in a data 
string determined with regard to description data -i^ 
which containing a description content about a commodity or 
service io built and dat^ for providing that both or either of 
the concerned parties /has created or accepted said description 
content, said descri/ption data having been transferred between 
the concerned part/ies about said contract before concluding 
said contract; and 

another processing unit for corrcaponding making contract 
data in which/ paid contract content io built have 
correspondence relationships with said description data by 
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using said inherent data data string, said contract p!kta 
including said contract content . 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for pro/essing a contract 
as claimed in claim 8, wherein said inhcr96t data string is a 
hash value of said description data. 

10. (Currently Amended) A syst/em for processing a 
contract as claimed in claim 8, wtierein said inherent data 
string is said description dat a/per se . 

11. Canceled^^^ 

12. (Currently Amended) A system for processing a 
contract as claimed in claim 8, further comprising another 
processing unit foy corrcaponding making a description 
processing program for describing said contract content on an 
electronic cont/ract document about said contract have 
correspondenqe relationships with said contract data. 



13 . /(Currently Amended) A storage unit to be used by at 
least cme of the concerned parties for making a contract for 
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provision of a commodity or service and a third party_^ybcing 
GharQCtcrizcd by said storage unit : 

storing stores description data in which contaijfing a 
description content about said commodity or service having 
been transferred between tfee— concerned parties^ about said a 
contract io built before concluding said coi/tract said 
description data being created in both or/either of systems of 
the concerned parties ; and 

gtorinq if said contract is concl/ided, stores contract 
data in which containing said contr^t content io built , said 
contract data being created in b9^h or either of systems of 
the concerned parties ; and 

both or either of the systems of the concerned parties 
making said description da^ and said contract data being 
matchcd have correspondent^ relationships to each other by the 
-inhn-rnnt data in said dfcocription data using said data string . 



14. (Currently/ Amended) A program sending device for 
sending a program/for enabling a computer to execute a 
predetermined process to a network, said predetermined process 
comprising : 

a process o^^for creating the inherent data string 
determined /vith regard to jr^description data -i^i 
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tcontaining a description content about a commodity or 
service having been transferred between the concerned parties 
about aaid a contract before concluding said conty^ct and data 
for proving that both or either of the concerned parties has 
created or accepted said description content/ and 

a process or for matching making contract data ifi 
which containing a contract content about/provision of said 
commodity or service ia built to and sa/d description data have 
correspondence relationships to each/other by using said 
inherent data data string, and f or ^toring said contract data 
and said description data thus having correspondence 
relationships in a storage uni/ 



15. (Currently Amended) A recording medium for recording 
a contract processing prpgram for enabling a contract 
processing system to execute a contract process for processing 
a contract for proviasion of a commodity or service, wherein 
said contract process comprising: 

a process for creating contract data in which containing 
said contract content io built and a negotiating ID determined 
between conce/ned parties on said contract ; 

a proc^^s for retrieving , using said negotiating ID as a 
key, description data mat chcd corre spending to said contract 
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data from multiple description data in whioh containi/ig a 
description content about said commodity or service having 
been transferred between the concerned parties afbout said 
contract is built before concluding said contract; 

a process for building inherent data i;:i inserting a data 
string determined with regard to said retrieved description 
data in said contract data; and 

a process for adding an electronic signature of at least 
one of said concerned parties to sa/id contract data -i^ 
which containing said inherent da^ io built data string . 

16. (Currently Amended) A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein said process for building the inherent 
darfe ^inserting said data ^ring is executed so that to insert 
said retrieved description data is acrvcd ao said inherent 
data when it — io built/ in said contract data as sai d data 
string . 



17. (Currently Amended) A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wheifein said process for building said inherent 
darta :insertip(g said data string is executed to calculate a hash 
value of said retrieved description data and to build insert 
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the hash value of said description data in said contact data 
as said inherent data data string . 

18. (Original) A recording medium as clai/fned in claim 15, 
wherein said contracting process includes a/process for 
determining whether or not either of the Electronic signatures 
of said concerned parties added to saicl/description data is 
correct and a process for adding the ^lectronic signature of 
the other concerned party to said description data if the 
electronic signature of one of sa/d concerned parties added to 
said description data is determined to be correct. 

19. (Currently Amended/ A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein said contracting process further includes a 
process for describing ^aid contract content on an electronic 
contract document on ^aid contract and a process for building 
inherent data in ogj/d insert ing a data string determined with 
regard to a describing program for executing said describing 
process in said Contract data. 



20. (Currently Amended) A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein said contracting process further includes a 
process for building inserting a contract content display 
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template for creating frorA said contract content a contract 
content display data to b]b outputted to an output unit in said 
contract data . 



V 




21. (Currently Amended) A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein said drocess for v^riting adding a signature 
on said contract data ii executed to write add said electronic 
signature on said contract data if a permission for adding 
said electronic signature to said contract data is received. 

22 . (Currently Amended) A method for -j^rifying a content 
of a contract for provision of a commodity or service 
comprising the steps of: 

if both or either of the— concerned parties who concluded 
thea contract for provision of a c/ommodity or service or a 
third party presents a gaWen cocltract content, retrieving a 
description content aboutl s^id given contract content from a 
storage unit for managing wtii'^h/manages description data and 
contract data containing qontract contents, said description 
data having thc containing description contents about said 
commodity or service having been transferred between the 



concerned parties and^ contract data having aaid contract 
content ao making ooid dcocription data corrcopond v^ith said 
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contract data, before concluding oaid 



rbef ore 



concluding said contract and data for proving that both or 
either of the concerned parties has created or accepted said 
description data, said description data /and said contract data 
having correspondence relationships tpr each other by using a 
data string determined with regard yo said description data ; 
and 

determining if an electronic signature built contained in 
said retrieved description da/a is correct and verifying that 
said retrieved description c/ontent is presented from one of 
said concerned parties to/the other when the contract between 



said concerned parties i4 being transferred. 




23. (Currently Amejaded) A contract verifying method as 
claimed in claim 2V/ wierein a hash value of said description 
data is compared /With a value derived by digitizing said 
electronic signature, for determining if said electronic 
signature is dorrect . 



24. (Original) A method for electronically transferring a 
contract /for provision of a commodity or service, comprising 



the steps of : 
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obtaining a describing program for enabling concerned 
parties with said contract to describe a contract content on 
an electronic contract document or specifying data for 
specifying said describing programs- 
generating contract data containir]^ said describing 
program or said specifying data; and 

writing an electronic signatur^ of both or either of said 
concerned parties on said contract/ data. 



25. (Currently Amended) A/contract processing system to 
1^ be used by at least one o:^ cczmcerned parties who make a 

contract for provision qr corjimodity or service and a third 
party, comprising: 

a processing unit ^os^-^reating inherent data — BrF ta. data 
string determined with/ regard to a describing program for 
describing a content /of said contract on an electronic 
contract document; And 

another processing unit for corrcoponding makiing contract 
data obtained by/describing said contract content on said 
electronic contaract document with and said describing program 
have correspondence relationships by using inherent data in 
paid progra m said data string . 
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26, (Currently Amended) A recorciing medium for recording 
a contract processing program for allowing a contract process 
for proceeding a contract for pirpvision of a commodity or 
service to be executed by a C9ntract processing system, said 
contract process comprising: 

a contract content describing process for describing a 
content of said contract/ on an electronic contract document; 
a contract data generating process for generating 
V contract data from^^ electronic contract document in which 
said contract qont^nt is described; 

a program ( i/ihcrcny data building inserting process for 
building inhcrcz?i¥t— dd^g jr ninsert ing a data string determined 
with regard a describing program for executing said 
contract content describing process; and 

a coyitract data signing process for adding a signature of 
at least/ one of concerned parties with said contract to 
contra;:t data in which oaid program inherent data ia 
/contain ing said data string . 
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